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LEARN  JAPANESE  FOR  EXPO  *70 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  1969  ~~ 

Level  I 

Monday  to  Friday,  July  7 to  August  15,  1969 
Language  Sessions:  9:00  a.m.  till  noon,  daily 

Culture  Sessions:  1:00  to  2:00  p.m.,  twice  weekly 

FEE:  $200.00 

EVENING  COURSES  1969-70 

Level  I 

Monday  and  Wednesday  evenings  commencing  September  17,  1969 
Language  Sessions:  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.,  twice  weekly  for  25  weeks 
Culture  Sessions:  8:30  to  9:30  p.m.  on  Wednesdays  for  20  weeks 
FEE:  $200.00 

Level  II 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  evenings  commencing  September  18,  1969 
Language  Sessions:  6:30  to  8:30  p.m.,  twice  weekly  for  25  weeks 

FEE:  $175.00 

TEXTS : 

Level  I:  Jorden,  E.  H.,  Beginning  Japanese,  Part  I,  Yale 

University  Press,  1962. 

Level  II:  Jorden,  E.  H.,  Beginning  Japanese,  Part  II, 

Yale  University  Press,  1962. 
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UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 
84  QUEEN’S  PARK 
TORONTO  5,  ONTARIO 


LEARN  JAPANESE  FOR  EXPO  ’TO 


The  following  are  questions  which  seem  to  be  frequently  raised  by 
those  interested  in  learning  Japanese:  "Is  Japanese  a difficult  lang- 

uage to  learn?"  "Is  Japanese  very  different  from  Chinese?" 

It  may  suffice  to  say  that  no  language  that  is  unrelated  to  his 
mother  tongue  can  be  labelled  "easy"  for  an  adult,  because  learning 
a foreign  language  necessarily  involves  a total  rearrangement  of  one's 
ways  of  looking  at  things,  labelling  processes,  and,  eventually,  thinking 
itself.  However,  Japanese  (spoken  Jananese,  to  be  specific)  is  probably 
not  as  difficult  as  people  tend  to  believe.  Japanese  has  a rather  simple 
pronunciation  system  (much  simpler  than  that  in  English)  having  few 
really  difficult  sounds  from  the  Engli sh-speaker ' s point  of  view  and 
simpler  ways  of  combining  the  sounds  into  syllables.  A Japanese  syl- 
lable essentially  has  a consonant  like  jd,  _t,  or  k and  a vowel  such  as 
J_,  e,  or  a.  Comparatively  speaking,  therefore,  it  is  more  difficult  for 
a Japanese  to  learn  English  pronunciation  than  it  is  for  an  English- 
speaking  person  to  learn  Japanese.  The  learning  of  pronunciation  will  be 
the  first  task  in  Level  I of  this  programme. 

Japanese  is  very  different  from  Chinese.  There  is  no  relationship 
between  the  two  languages  such  as  exists  between  English  and  French  or 
German,  although  Japanese  does  use  Chinese  characters. 

If  one  learns  a language  in  order  to  use  it  in  real  life,  the  best 
way  to  learn  it  is  in  real  life  situations,  or,  in  situations  as  close  to 
real  as  possible.  This  entire  programme  is  structured  on  this  premise. 
Specifically  speaking,  Level  I is  designed  in  such  a way  that  students  will 
gradually  learn,  after  mastering  the  rudiments  of  Japanese  pronunciation 
and  some  common  expressions,  basic  grammatical  points  through  learning  such 
dialogues  as  are  most  likely  to  be  used  in  certain  situations  (situations 
which  involve  getting  around,  shopping,  telling  time,  meeting  people,  to 
mention  but  a few).  The  basic  techniques  employed  will  be  listening  to 
native  instructors,  mimicry  of  sentence  patterns  and  their  variations,  and 
active  participation  in  real  life  situations. 

Classes  will  be  conducted  entirely  in  Japanese,  except  where  pertinent 
grammatical  explanations  are  supplied  in  English  by  a linguist-instructor 
and  when  an  instructor  finds  it  appropriate  to  give  students  some  English 
keys. 


It  is  anticipated  that  students  will  acquire  an  active  vocabulary  of 
about  1,200  words  in  Level  I,  finding  themselves  able  to  communicate  orally 
in  a number  of  situations  in  much  the  same  manner  as  native  Japanese. 

In  Level  II,  stress  will  continue  to  be  placed  on  the  acquisition  of 
oral  facility,  except  that  the  situations  will  require  more  complicated 
sentence  patterns.  An  active  vocabulary  of  some  2,500  words  should  be 
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LEARN  JAPANESE  FOR  EXPO  ’70  (continued) 


acquired  by  the  end  of  this  level.  Furthermore,  some  elementary  reading 
and  writing  will  also  be  introduced,  that  is,  the  introduction  of  the 
Japanese  syllabaries,  essentially  phonetic  symbols  developed  through  the 
simplification  of  some  Chinese  characters,  and  a few  most  frequently  used 
characters . 

It  is  expected  that  at  the  end  of  Level  II  students  should  be  able  to 
write  the  language  phonetically  as  well  as  be  able  to  communicate  orally 
with  Japanese  in  a large  number  of  situations  without  much  difficulty. 

At  both  levels,  constant  review  and  tape-listening  are  highly  recom- 
mended. Class  registration  will  be  limited  to  ensure  an  optimum  learning 
opportunity. 

In  Level  I,  time  will  be  devoted  each  week  to  exploring  various  facets 
of  Japanese  culture  and  society.  It  is  intended  that  this  part  of  the 
programme  will  provide  students  with  an  opportunity  to  gain  an  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  the  civilization  whose  language  they  are  learning,  and, 
thereby,  render  the  learning  of  the  language  more  meaningful. 
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